Absolutism to Revolutions Unit Project: Out-of-Work Absolute Rulers
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Absolute monarchs claimed rule by divine right and inherited their positions. For this project, though, you will imagine that absolute monarchs had to apply for their positions based on their skills, background, and achievements. To apply, they will need resumes for their job interviews. Write illustrated resumes of the following absolute monarchs and link them to the countries they ruled on on a map of your own making (you may use the projector in class to trace the outline of Europe and the borders of countries onto your poster paper): Philip II of Spain, Louis XIV of France, Frederick II of Prussia, Peter I of Russia, and Charles I of England. Conclude by deciding whether each of these monarchs would have been "hired" based on their abilities. 

	Category
	3
	2
	1

	The Map
	The map is drawn by hand and accurately reflects the geography of Europe for a year during which one of the required kings ruled. The map is  poster size.

Color is used to clearly differentiate countries. The map has B.O.L.T. (border, orientation, legend, title).  
	There are 1-3 significant geographical errors on the map. The map is poster size. Some color is used. The map has a least two parts of B.O.L.T.
	There are more than 3 significant geographical errors on the map. The map is too small to convey information clearly. No color is used. No B.O.L.T.

	The Borders
	The political borders are correct for a year during which one of the required monarchs ruled; that year is clearly stated on the map. The 5 countries ruled by the required monarchs are each labeled. 
	There are 1-3 significant errors in the borders drawn on the map or the year in history represented by the map is not clear.  The 5 countries ruled by the required monarchs are each labeled. 
	There are more than  3 significant errors in the borders drawn on the map. The year in history the map shows is missing. 1 or more of the countries ruled by the required monarchs are not labeled. 

	Resumes*

*See the checklist attached to this rubric to make sure your resumes have all required information.
	Each resume will count as a separate row on this rubric, so you may earn up to 15 points for resumes that are clear, typed, and complete. One point will be subtracted for each missing or incorrect component of a resume.  
	
	

	Resume Illustrations
	Each resume has a portrait of the monarch attached. You have drawn the portraits by hand. Your portraits use color and reflect your best effort. 
	Each resume has a portrait of the monarch attached. The portrait is printed. 
	Some illustrations are missing. 

	Written Conclusions
	You clearly indicate whether each monarch might have been hired on their own merits in a brief "conclusions" section on your poster. Your conclusions are typed and each is supported by at least 2 pieces of historical evidence. 
	You indicate whether each monarch might have been hired on their own merits in a brief "conclusions" section on your poster. Each conclusion is supported by at least 1 piece of historical evidence. 
	You did not write a conclusions section or one or more of your conclusions are not supported by any historical evidence. 

	The Finished Product
	The map, country borders, and illustrated resumes are well-organized and fit together in a logical and creative way. 
	The map, country borders, and illustrated resumes are organized somewhat, but not particularly neat. 
	The map, country borders, and illustrated biographies are not well-organized at all; little effort has been made to present the products in a clear and creative way. 


Resume Checklist

A resume is a document that people fill out while looking for a new job. It includes information designed to convince an employer to hire the person. Each resume must include:

Objective statement: What does the monarch hope to accomplish in their career? What kind of job are they looking for?

_______  The objective statement thoroughly explains the purpose of the resume

Experience section: What specific experience does the monarch have that would qualify him for the position?  List three specific events from the monarch’s life that would help explain why he is qualified to become ruler of a country.  You may include positions that he held, titles he was given, or explanations of the actions he took during particular historical events.

_______  You list and thoroughly describe three events that would qualify the monarch for a position as ruler of a country. 

Accomplishments section: What has the monarch accomplished during his life that would make him an ideal candidate for the position as ruler?  List and describe three specific accomplishments that would make him appear to be the best candidate for the job.

________ You list and thoroughly describe three accomplishments that would qualify the monarch for a position as ruler. 

References section: List the names and titles of two people that could talk about your monarch's qualities as a ruler.  These two people should be able to give specific information about your monarch's experience, accomplishments, and abilities.

________ You list and explain your monarch's relationship with two references that could further qualify him for a position as ruler. 
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